provides the scientific context. 4 He explains the major environmental problems that we face, and the view of hope in the scientific community.
The final stage of the project has been to consult with environmental theologians from the majority world. Archbishop Thabo Makgoba is chair of the 'Anglican Communion Environmental Network'. 5 He has extensive experience of the Churches concern for the environment in Africa and at international level. Bishop Geoff Davies has given his retirement to issues of faith and environment, and is Executive Director of the Southern African Faith Communities' Environment Institute (SAFCEI). 6 Both bishops have contributed to this edition.
Defining hopes
As we progressed with the hope project, a taxonomy of hope began to emerge. This is felt by those who see the environmental problems as too big to be surmounted by humanity. A pessimistic hopelessness tends to lead toward fatalism and inaction in the face of impending difficulty. Martin Hodson writes of the culture of hopelessness among conservation biologists. Lost hope can also lead to a 'bright hopelessness'. This is related to hedonism and is the 'eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die' approach (Isa. 22:13).
Increasing numbers of people are responding to our environmental crisis in this way, with dangerous consequences. There is a third negative category of proximate hope and that is 'false hope'. This is a category of people who either deny the problems, or continue to pedal optimistic hope, well beyond the time when it is practically tenable. Some environmental sceptics take this approach and John Weaver considers this in his paper.
As we seek ways to use these hopes wisely, Andy Atkins paper gives us insight into effective strategies for campaigning. The key psychology is to enable people to avoid pessimistic and bright hopelessness, along with false hope. All these will lead to inaction. He gives strategies for encouraging optimistic hope with the aim of steering the course of the planet toward a more positive long-term future. He sees the need to help people through the difficult days ahead by giving smaller achievable goals. German theologians who developed a theology of the earth. 8 Bonhoeffer's concept of the kingdom of God as the 'kingdom of the resurrection of the world' led him to a more b This is an incultured form of Appreciative Inquiry, named from the Swahili word for having a common mind.
collective and earthed theology than was common in Protestant thinking in the mid twentieth century. His high view of creation led to his emphasis on incarnational theology and impelled him to engage fully with this world. In a letter to a friend from prison in 1944, Bonhoeffer wrote that far from removing people from the world, costly grace sends the Christian disciple back into the world to follow Christ there and demonstrate his love. This is the only way that we learn to have faith. 9 Costly grace is the foundation and the source of robust hope, (Rom.
5:1-5). In our discipleship, we are called back into the world to suffer, persevere, gain character and discover hope. Through the hope project, we have found that this has been our shared experience as scientists, environmental activists, theologians and Church leaders. I trust that the papers in this issue of Anvil will help to resource all those who are seeking hope in the midst of environmental difficulty.
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